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PREFATORY.

A Cuuorce consists of a number of be-
lievers who unite themselves by a public
profession of the Christian religion, apd by
mutual covenant, to pray together and watch
over one another in love, to maintain the
worship and service of God and the ordi-
nances and discipline of the gospel.

Such a company of believera possess all
the power which the Lord Jesus Christ has
given to his church, end is warranted in
exercising, in His name, the suthority which
he has given in the Scripture for the main-
tenance of its peace, order and prosperity-

The Church bas a right io and of itself,
to choose and appoint its own pastor, and
such other officers as it ay deem necessary
in order to its due organization and for its
spiritual improvement.

Acknowledging the foregoing as embody-

ing the general principles of cburch organi-
zation and government, We, therefore, whose
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names follow,* do now unite together in the
following covenant, to be known as the
PeorLe’s EvaNcELIcAL CHURcH, oF PrOVI-
DENCE, R. I. :

COVENANT,

We do now in the presence of the heart-
searching God, and before angels and men,
avouch the Lord Jehovah to be our God
and portion, and we heartily receive the
Lord Jesus Christ, for our redeemer and
savior, and the Holy Spirit for our teacher
and sanctifier. We do wholly renounce the
service of Satan, the vain glory of the world
with all the covetous desires of the sarme,
and the sinful desires of the flesh, so that we
will not follow ngr be led by them, and to
yield ourselves to God in constaut obedience
to all the divine commandments. We en-
gage to receive in love the pure docirines of
the Gospel as they are taught in the Holy
Seriptures, and we promise to earnestly and
prayerfully look to God for full deliverauce
from all sin, 5o that we may serve him in

* Members of the Church, .

b
holiness and rightecusness all the days .of

our life. - ‘ s o
We now submit ourselve o
ment of Christ in his church and to acquiesc

cheerfully to such rules and regt.llu.tu:;st::
may be adopted for the promotion e
welinre of the whole Church,_alwng;s o
deavoring to promote unity, pu.nty a:w o
among the entire members'lnp. o e
covenant to aftend the worslu.p of . (;,l a
the ordinances of the gospel with this 1u] rl,
and to contribute to its auppurt.' regtu aou):.
and freely of our means, according of )
ability, so long as we are members of 1,
and God continues us in this place.

the govera-

CONFESSION OF FAITH.

ARTICLE I.
We helieve there is one only .living' ar}xd
true God, infinite in all his atlrlbutesf, :1\:
Creator, Preserver and G—ov'ernor 0 t;le
universe, revealed in the Scriplures a.sh e
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost; .
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that th
o ese three are the one God, the
a8emn i divine por
ssence, and equal in every divi ;
fection. 7 civine per
ARTICLE Ir.

We believ :

e that the Holy Bi
. ‘ oly Bible, containi
e Seriptures of the OId and I;Ieom';‘mmg
ments, i i o
e , lsdthe revelation of divine truth, and

ecor ! i .
o of God’s will, from whenc; we
A correct knowledge of religious
o dlur.y; and that it is the only

rule of a ristian’s fai
. Christian’s faith and
ARTICLE I
We believ .
‘e man was ¢

b fore created holy;
" l.m:m that state by tmnsgressio{ ’ l"ht:]‘:

I 1, an
me;’ n congequence of the full ma,nk' d

- ! ]

c““e'?([nn.tu.re destitute of holiness, and il:l
o m: e;nl aful that continually and in all
er ’m actions sinners against God, and

Just  condemuati ,
! ation to et "ui
wnhlout defense or excuse el ruia

ARTICLE IV

W i .
o rZa’bo&-fleve that Jesus Christ is both God
n; that by his sufferings and death

7

he made an atonement for sin, sutbeient for
all mankind ; aad that through bim salva-
tion is freely offered 10 all, on condition of
repentance And faith ; that no one cub merit
or obtain this salvation, yet good works are
pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ,
f atrue and liviog taith,

and spring out 0
insomuch that by them a lively faith may

be as evidently known &8 a tree is discerned

by its froit.
AKTICLE V.

We believe that all who truly repent of

their sins, and believe in Christ, are justified
ifice, and

ount of Christ’s atoning sacr
special power of the

e soul is freed from
d brought into the
dren of God.

on ace
are regenerated by the
Holy Spirit, whereby th
the dominion of sin an
glorious liberty of the chil

ARTICLE VI.

We believe that entire sanctification is

that act of the Holy Spirit wherehy the
justified soul is delivered from inbred sin

and made pure in heart; that it is receivable

now, by simple faith, enabling the believer
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to‘;mw God with all his heart, mind, soul
:::n :::enﬁzl;; which implies that no wrong
the sou,l; that il(;n:::'yﬂto e aaine o
a_ctions are governed by [l)(::fh;z;'e‘?mt:]i .
tire s'anct.ifica.tion does not exclude ,ian:)ra::n_
or mistake nor an involuntary tmn: ress'ce
of some unkown divine precept. R

. _ ARTICLE VII.

chm‘;‘:‘ :):l:;’.ve that Christ lns a visible

Buptisna A 1: world, that its ordivances ure

e nd the Lord's Supper; that the

ristian Sabbath and the Gospel Ministr

:;e lfmr:ltutions of divine appointment, n.n.c}l’

th;a: :t,i;?b::e c})uty of Christians to unite with

oy visible church and observe its sacred
ARTICLE VIII.

5 W'_e bt_alieve that the outward sign in

F:fht:m mdws;lter applied in the name of the

o th, ao the Son, and the Holy Ghost:

that | i: m;vart:lgmce signified in this ordi-

a deat i
nane l.ighwoum:lesl:jr'no sin and a new birth
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ARTICLE IX.

We believe that the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper was ordanined by our Lord
Jesus Christ for the continual remembrance
of the sacrilice of His death, and of the
benefits that we thereby receive; that the
outward sign is bread and wine; and that
the inward grace of this gacrament is the
communion of the body and blood of Clrist,
led of his sacrificial

whereby we are remint
to do

death and spiritually strengthened
his will.
ARTICLE X.

We believe that the religious obgervance
of the Sabbath is binding on all, and that
any indulgences of avocations on that day
that aim at worldly gain or pleasure, rather
than at mornl and religious jmprovement,
involve a violation of Christian duty.

ARTILCE X1.
We believe in the second coming of Christ

at the end of the world ; the resurrection of

the dead; that God hath appuinted a day

in the which He will judge the world in
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righteousness by that man wlom he hath
ordained, and that the wicked shall go away
into everlasting punishment, but the right-
-uvous into life eternal.

STANDING RULES.

}. No person shall beeome ihe pastor of
this Church by ordination or installation
without previously becoming u member of it.

2. The memberslkip of the Church shall
be divided into classes and shall meet weekly
(except as hereipafter provided) ngltl)«;r the
charge of devoted lenders. On the iuesda—y'
evening before the first Suuday in the month

all the clasees shall meet together in a cove-
naot meeting.

8. The covenunt meeting shall be con-
sidered a meeting of the Clurch and shall
have power 1o decide all matters relating 1o
membership.

4. Persons desiring to unite wiih the
Church by letter must be approved by the
Standing Committee and receive a three

{amige e

1
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fourths vote ot those present at the Ch:rt;h
meeling when their names &re presente h, o
be entitled to receive the hand of fellowship.
5. Those desiring to unite Wil.!l the Churtl:,h
on the profession of their faith sh;xll e
assigned by the pastor to one ?f the clt:sae::l
where they shall conti[.me gix mont ; o
trial, with all the privileges of memte i',]
except the right to hold office and :ot:.me
business meetings. At the end of"t. a-[lble
they may, if they are n.ppro:red B.S-.EUI :, "
candidates, naite with the Church in u R
according to the adopted form of admission.

6. Any applicant for membership w'it.hout
a letter, who shall give satis!’aclory eVIde:'me
before the Standing Committee ?f havn:;g
been a disciple of Christ for the six r:lonani
just previous to the time of makmg]t e apa
plication, may be received a8 one lEVI;IE4
letter after the manoer prescribed in Rule 4.

7. A member desiring to leave the Charch
for the purpose of uniting with some othe:
Christian body may be given o certificate 0

membership, and when gaid certificate 13

)
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deposited with the church of his choice his
connection with us shall cease.

8. The objeet of discipline is the recovery
of offending members, the removal of sean-
dals and the purification and edification of
the Church, and it is the duty of members of
the Church to deal kindly with their breth-
ren concerning many minor offences which
ought not to be broaght before the Chureh.

9. In case of some extraordinary offence,
where the Church may suffer by delay,
direct and summary discipline may be used ;
in all ordinary cases, however, the process
of discipline shall earefully conform to the
rule Christ has given (Matt. 18: 15-18) ;
and members with offences shall be held
innocent until proved guilty.

10. Violating some moral precept found
in the Scriptures, some covenaut vow, the
profession of opinions opposed to or subver-
sive of the Confession of Faith, or any part
of it, neglécting family prayer, unnecessary
abaence from class meeting or communion, -

devoting any part of the Sabbath to purposes

" '_:.'.A.ﬂ

e

X R N o e e sl et
r.’,‘-h;;::;-.‘.;t . e :

-
1
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of unnecessary work or worldly p!eatall:rzil
refusing to contribute toward the‘ sup]‘)ort:

the Church, the sale or use .Of intoxicating
drinks as a beverage, a.t.tendm.g any institu-
association or place which wo-uld en-
perate against the iy
are grouuds for |

tion,
courage the vicious and 0
good name of the Church,- € §
Christian admonition and discipline.

11. Any member living il':l wilfullne;igtle;:t
of Church obligutions a8 designated in hl'u?
10, may be dismissed irom me.mbg;g lp:
On recommendation of the Standing llon
imittee the name of such a per-son. sha y
presented to the Church for dlsr.mssal,lat; .
if no valid objection is mm?e ft s.hall ad_:
dropped from the roll. I[‘ objection lsd ms lo
ao that further consideration Appears’ eswall
ble to a majority present, the- Churcl:n .Bha
refer the case to the _S_t.gtfxdmg Coml’mtt?,e,
who shall make such additional exammat:;::
as may be required, and report to
Church. . ' .

12. Tﬁe decision of all questions ., thflf.
éhall come before, the ‘Qh,urgh‘ fu:;_gogfxdﬁgr:_—
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tion, except as otherwise provided, shall be
made upon the majority of those present.
To the matter of the appointment or dismis-
sal _°f a pastor, the question shall first be
considered and approved by the Standing
Corfxmittee before it shall be deemed proper
business for Church consideration.

13. No alteration shall be made in the
Confession of Faith, Covenant, Sunday
School Coustitution, Sianding Rules or rules
releting to the duties of officers and commit-
tees except by & vote of three-fourths of the
members present at a meeting of the Church
such alteration having been approved by th.:
Standing Committee, and public notice of
the proposed change having been given from
the.pulpit. on the Sabbath preceding such
action. ‘

BUSINESS MEETINGS.
CHURCH.
The annual Church meeting shall be held
on the Wednesday Lefore the first Sabbath
in January. Special meetings of the Church

158

shall be called by the clerk, when so directed
by the Standing Comnmittee ; notice of all
such meetings shall be given [rom the pulpit
on the preceding Sunday, and it shall be the
duty of the clerk to see that, as far as
practicable, all members receive such notice.
In all Church meetings for business, twenty
members shall constitute & quorum, but &
less pumber may adjourn from time to time,
if & quorum is mot present. The pastor
shall be chairman of all meetings, but in his
absence a chairman may be chosen pro tem.

STANDING COMMITTEE.

The officers of the Church shall constitute

a Standing Committee whose duties shall be
to have geueral charge of the temporal in-
terests of the Church, and attend to all
mutters of business that may come up dor-
ing the year for consideration. They shall
hear reports from officers ; approve comunit-
tees ; examine cases ot disorderly conduct ;
receive applications for membership and
report those approved to the Chureh ; divide
the membership into classes; desigoate
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and annually to the Chnrch.
from any cause, shall be
Standing Committee until an election shall ’
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blacea for the class meetings, and revise
the class books when necessary, They shall
held regular meetings monthly, on the
Monday before the first Sunday.

OFFICERS.

The officers, who shall be members of the
Church, slmll consist of & pastor, the class
lenders, a clerk, a treasurer, a Sunday-
school superintendent, the chairman of the
regular committees and four representatives,
who, with the exception of the pastor, shall
be elected by the Church, by ballor, at the
annual meeting, or an adjournment thereof,
and their term of office ahall begin on the
first Sunday in January and continue one
year, or until their successors are elected.
They shall report clearly and fully in writ-
ing, concerniog the work that hias been done
inconnection with the dutiesof theirrespective
offices, monthly to the Stunding Committee,
Vacancies
filled by the

take place at a meeting of the Chureh.

P

||
K
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DUTIES OF OFFICERS.

PASTOR.

The pastor shall have general oversight of
the Church ; attend to the usual duties of
the ministry ; preside in all business meet-
ings; be member ex officio of the regular
committees amd co-operate with them in
their work, and visit as often as practicable
the people of the Church and community,
secking always to build them up in that
ttholiness withoat which no man shall see
the Lord.” He shall receive probationers
and assign them and new members to clusses.

CLASS LEADERS.

The class leaders, who must be devoted to
the Church and clearly in the experience of
entire sanctification, shall consalt with the
pastor for the wellzre of the Church; assist
him in the spiritnal work, and in his absence
or when the pastorate is vacant take the
oversight of the meetings. They shall pre-
pare tor, aud ussist, if necessary, in the
administration of the sacrament ; take charge
of the class meetings ; inquite of each mem-




i8

ber of their class concerning his spiritual
life and work and fidelity to covenant; and
give special attention to inquirers after
Christ, and to young and ipexperienced
Christians. They shall labor with those
disregarding their covenant and Christian
vows and report cases of continued and un-
confessed sin to the Standing Committee.
They shall keep a list of the nemes ot mem-
bers of their classes and residence io &
suituble book, and give notice to the Stand-
jng Committee of the time when probationers
ghould be eligible for full membership.

CLERK.

The clerk shall record the doings of
business meetings; keep & chronological
register of all the members showing pame
and date of those baptized, of admission,
dismission or death of members, showing
date of the event; notify members of their
apprintment to any office or work; issue
certificates ot membership; conduct the cov-
respondence of the Church ; and call special
meetings when so required.
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TREASURER.

"The treasurer shall be the custodian of
(he funds of the Church, and shall have
charge of its finances subject to the order of
the Church or Standing Committee; he
ghall execute in the name of the Corporation
all iostruments duly suthorized by the
Church or Standing Committee. He
shall hold all special'collections subjest to
the call of the committee in charge.

SUPERINTENDENT OF SUNDAY BCHOOL.

The duty of the superintendent, shall be
{o have general oversight of the School at
the regular weekly session, and of all mat-
ters pertaining thereto. He shall aee that
the classes are supplied with suitable teach-
ers ; preside at all business meetings of the
Sunday—schoul Board; and be member ex
officio of the Sunday-school Committee, and
of ull committees appointed by the Sonday-
school Board.

COMMITTEES.

For the efficient prosecution of the work,
there shall be & committee of nine on Sun-

¥

U S
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day-school, of nine on Care ot the Sick and
Destitute, of three on the Care of the
Chureh, of three on Finance, and of one on
Baptism. Adter election, the chairman of
ench committee shall appoint his ownu aaso-
ciates for the ensuing year, subject to the
approval of the Standing Committee. Af-
terward, each committee ghall weet for con-
sultation as often as necessary for the ear-
nest prosecution of the work committed to
their charge. The chairman ghall be re-
sponsible for the working ot his committes.

DUTIES OF COMMITTEES.
BUNDAY-SCHOUL-

The duties of this committee shall be to
examine and approve all books to be placed
in the library; examine the records of the
School snd see that they are properly kept;
visit the families connected with the Church
and Sehool and such ochers in the community
a8 neglect the house of God; taking special
interest in strangers coming into the place.
The superintendent and librarian shall be

x_'nembera ex ?fﬁciO-
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SICK AND DESTITUTE.

This committee shall visit the sick, the
iofirm and the destitute, especially of the
Chureh ; furnish watchers for the sick when
necessary, as tar as possible ; and, from the
funds at their disposal, provide for the needy
the things essentinl for their comfort; and
when any are out of employment, they shall,
if desired, assist them in finding a situation
to labor.

CARE OF CHURCH.

I'his committee shall have charge of the
Churcl property ; oversee the work of the

junitar ; provide rules for his direction ; see
that the place of worship is kept in proper
condition ; provide fuel for heating purposes;
and attend to such other miscellaneous mat-
ters as may be properly incladed in their work.
They shull take a full and detailed account
annually of the value of the Church proper-
ty, also the amount of money received and
expended on repairs, additions and im-
provements.

e oo - oAM= o R g b 4 £ e i e e AT
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FINANCE.

*

The dutics of the finance commitlee shall
be to carty out nny plans for raising money
that may be adopted by the Church or
Stauding Committee and constantly seek 10
increase the finances of the Clhureh by
gecuring as many regular  coutributors as
possibile ; they ghall keep a correct account
of the weekly offerings and adl other moneys
reccived tor the Church, pay the same
to the treasurer aud receive his reeeipt
therefor.

BADTISM.

The committee ghall arrange things nec-
cssary for the proper vbhservance of this
ordinance, aud, if the wode of  baptism
gelected by the candidate be immersion,
furnish suitable dresses and proper convey=
ance to and from the water.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CONSTITUTION.

ARTICLE |  Name—This School shall be
ealled the I'eople’s Evangelical Sundny-school, of
Providence, R. I.

ART. 1L Ownisct—The object of this School
shall be the promotion of Christian holiness
through the devout and diligent stndy of the
Word of Godl.

ART. [11. SkssioN—The School shall assemble
on ench Sunday and hold its session tn the place
provided for the pnrpose, at 10.30 4. m.

ART. IV, MavNaarmeNt—The Snnday-school
shall be under the supervision of a Sunday-school
Board consisting of the pastor, the Sumday-
schonl Committee and the officers and teachers
of the Selhool.

ART. V. rrwcers— The officers  of the
School shall be a superintendent and assistant
superintendent, the secretary and assistant sec-
retary, the treasurer, the lihrarian and assistant
librarian,

ART. VI. ELucrion—SECTION 1.—SurpniN-
rrNDENT—(Sce officers of the Church).

Src. 2. Orner Orrreers—The other officers
ghall be elected annunlly, by ballot, at a meeting

of the Sunday-schoot Board to be held on the
gecond Monday In December.
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Suc. 3. Tuna OF uvric—The term of sll
ofMcers of the School ghall expive on the first
Sunday in January, aml thefr successors shinll
assume Lhe duties of their respective offices at
tlls time, continning one year or until their sne-
cessors are elected.

ART. VIL Durips oF orFrickus, Seeo 1
SUPRRINTENDENT— (50 Chureh Rules).

Snre. 2. ASSISTANT SurpNTENpENT—=The tu-
ties of the nssistant superintmfdent shall be to
asglst the superintendent in the managemeut of
the School, and iu the absence of the superin-
tendent or in case of vacancy in the ofilce, the
agsistant shall perform Lis (Juties.

[ the scere-
ord of the
sion of the

gue. 4. Sronrrary—The dntles o
tary sball be to keep 0 correct Tec
attendance and collection of each ses.
School; he shall be the secretary of the Sunday-
school Board, and keep & record of the meetings
in a sultable book provided for the purpose.

S0, 4. ASSISTANT sro'y.—The agsistant gecre-
tary shall do the work appertaining to the office,
and lo the ahsence of {he secretary, the nssistant
ghall perform his dnties : and in ihe absence of
both of them atany husiness meeting the Sunday-
gehool Board shall appoint n gecretary pro tem.

Sgc. 5. TREABURER—' "lie treasurer shall keep
an accurate account of the inances of the School,

ot
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that is, the money received and expended, and
shall report in writing once & month at the reg-
ular meeting of the Sunday-school Board, and
yearly at the annual meeting of the Church.

SkC. G. 116RARIAN—The dutles of the librarian
shall be to, have charge of the library bocks
provided for the School, and keep an accurate
account of the number of hooks distribated each
week nnd to whom, and to report once a moenth
to the Sunday-school Board, and annunally fo the
Church the condition of the library, the number
of hooks diztributed ench month and the average
for each Sunday. He shall also keep a catalogue
of all hooks placed in the library.

Sre. 7. AssiSTANT LisraniaNn—The nssistant
librarinn shall assist the librarian in all the
dnties connected with tha oftice, and in the ab-
gence of the llbrarlan, the assistant shall occupy
his posltion.

ART. VIII. Suwnpay-scnoor. COMMITTEE—
{See Church Rules).

ART. IX. TeACHERS. SEC. 1. APPOINTMENT—
The teachers shall be elected by the Sunday-
school Board,

Skc. 2. REMovar~—Any teacher gullty of im-
proper conduct or habiturlly neglecting bis or
her dutles may be removed at the discretion of
the Sunday-school Board, after having been
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kindly requested to show cause why such a
change should not be made, and no person shall
be permitted to teach who holds views contrary
to any article of the Confession of ¥aitl.

ATVT. X. Vacanwcirs. Sec L. SUPFRINTENDENT
—In ease of vacancy in the office of superintend-
ent hy resignation or otherivise, sald vacancy
ghall be filled by the assistant superintendent
until an election shall take place nt a meeting of

the Church.

Sec. 2. OTUER Orricens—In cagse of vacancy
in these offices from any cauae, it may be filled
at the next regular meeting of the Sunday-
schiool Roard succeeding the oue when the va-
cancy was declared, but gneh vacancy shall he
filled for the time by the superintendent, such

person to sct nntil the election.

ART. XI. BusiNess Merrive—The husiness
¢t the Snuday-school Board sball he

meetlngs o
and

held on the second Monday in ench month,
eleven members shall constitute a quorum.

ART. XIi. Amexomenrs—This congtitution
may be amended according to Rule 13 of the
Standing Rules of the Church.
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FORM OF ADMISSION.

ADDRERS TO CANDIDATE.

Beloved: Inthe presence of Almighty God and
this congregation you now appear to make 8 profes-
sion of your religlous belief, to enter into covenant
with this Chureh und Lo offer yoursELF a living sac-
rifice to the Lord Jesua Christ. By partaking of
these memuorials in obedience to the cowmands of
Christ, you neknowledge and commemorate his
death on the crous astheonly groand for your par-
don, sancéification and eternal life.

You may, therefore, deelare your falth and pur-
pose by giving your assent to the following gques-
tions—

Do you wholly rencunce the service of Satan, the
vain glory of the world with all covetous desires of
thie flesl, 9o that yon will not follow nor be led by
them and 1o yicld yoursgry to God in constant obe-
dience to all the (diyine commandmenta?

Ana. [ do,

Bas God for Jesns’' sake forgiven all your sins?

Ans. TJle has,

Do you now engage 1o recelve in love the pure
doctrines of the Gospel as they are taught In the
Ioly Scripinres, amil promlse to earnestiy and
prayerfully louk to God for full deliverance from all
aln, so that you may serve Him in holiness and
righteousness all the days of your LIFE?

Ans. Ido.

[BAPTISM.]

Do you helieve in the doctrines of the Bible as
they are stated In the Confesslon of Falth of this
Churech?

Ans. T do.
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Will you now submit to the government ot Christ
in his Chureh and to acqulesce cheerfully to scch
rules and regulations as raay be adopted for the
welfare of the whole Charch, Always endeavoring to
promote anity, purity and love among the entire
memberahip?

Ans. [ will

Wil you now covennnt to attend the worship of
God and the ordinanccs of the Gospel with this
Chureh, and to contribute to 18 support regularly
and freely of your means, necording 1o your ablility.
50 10Ng A3 You are (A) mem ber-g of 1t and God con-
tinnes you in this place?

Ans. 1 will

RERPFONSE OF THE CIHURCH-

We rejoice in the biessings of ¢dlvine grace, given
unto you, threngh which you have been thus saved
from your rlns and ennblel to pnblicly assume these
obligations of the tiospel. Asyonhave made this sol-
emn covenant, this day, bhebore the Lorid, we cordially
receive you into our midst and welcome you to ihe
fellowship nf the Chureh of God. Dieloved, hence-
forth you are to shave with us in the Iabnrs and
HlessingA of 1he Gaspol, My Giod grant that you
may be (A) fajthrul member-g of the Chuxch on the
earth, all the daysof your lfe, anil when the time
of your departure ahall ecne, be received into fel-
lowshlp with the Church in heaven and fully reallze
the giory of your winheritance among thew which
are sanctified.”

PRATER.

HAND OF FELLOWBHIP.




