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Program Notes 

“Dreamer”  

Opening her sophomore album Bewitched, Laufey’s song helps her stand her ground on exactly 

what she wants. She combats the rumors against her with a catchy tune and upbeat rhythm. No 

one will break her porcelain heart, she claims, and no one will kill the dreamer within her. 

Dreamer is an unashamed anthem for those needing to take a stand and speak their truth. 

 

“Whole Again” 

When Kayla Christine wrote this song, she wondered if she had a place in this world. Now when 

she performs this song and the crowds sings the words back, she knows she is never alone or 

without purpose. Played in a minor key, this song tugs on Kayla Christine’s heartstrings as her 

past self ponders this pensive question: will ever feel Whole Again? 

 

“Fan from Far Away” 

We all have words we wish we could have said but saved until it was too late. In Fan from Far 

Away, Kayla Christine speaks the words she kept inside for so long. The tension is thick, 

represented by the minor 3rd chord and the key change from G to A in the bridge. This song is a 

song of empowerment and strength, vocalizing the thoughts we have all had, but might have 

been too scared to say. 
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“It Happened to You” 

Excitement. Jitters. Adoration. These are all feelings we have when starting a good, new 

relationship. But what about pining, guilt, and neglect? It Happened to You explores those first-

love feelings, while also reflecting on past relationships. She begins to wonder, “what stopped 

me from having this before?” The piano part is complex, using the melancholic motif and 

dissonant chords to embody the feelings she is experiencing.  

 

“Landslide” 

With this being her final performance for her senior year, Kayla reflects on the lyrics of 

Landslide by Fleetwood Mac. With its intricate guitar part, especially in the guitar solo, the song 

pulls a connection to yearning and loss, whether that be of a person, place, thing, or feeling. 

Kayla resonates with the lyrics more so than ever, for truly even children get older, and she’s 

getting older, too. 

 

 

“Linger” 

Have you ever wanted someone to leave you, but also stay at the same time? The Cranberries 

1993 hit Linger encapsulates those feelings in song. Accompanied by her father, Kayla and Chris 

travel back in time to perform for you the sweet, serene voice of Dolores O’Riordan and the 

sophisticated style of Noel Hogan in their own father-daughter duo. 
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“Born Lucky” 

In 2020, Kayla Christine lost her cousin in an unimaginable way when he was only 21 years old. 

Years later, she deals with the grief and pain with the healing power of music, writing Born 

Lucky to, in some way, talk with him. When Kayla Christine plays this song, she feels as though 

part of him is still here, listening and singing along to every word. She takes this moment to say 

this: you never walk alone, you can always ask for help, and you matter in this world. 

 

“Dorothy” 

Written in a university practice room, Dorothy pays homage to the story of Dorothy Gale from 

The Wizard of Oz. Kayla Christine, being a Kansas native, began to connect with the yellow-

bricked tale last year. The song takes common chords and adds a spin to them. Notice the triplets 

in the piano part near the end of the piece, symbolizing the spiraling of a tornado. 

 

“Scattered” 

Scattered tackles the unspoken emotions tied to growing up and moving on. In her piece, Kayla 

Christine learns living in the past may have consequences of their own. Kayla Christine wrote 

this song in the key of C Major, often referred to as a “home” key for pianists, symbolizing the 

desire she has to return to familiar places and people.  

 

 


