PROGRAM NOTES

Time Pieces, Opus 43 (1983)
Robert Muczynski (1929-2011)

Robert Muczynski was born in Chicago in 1929 and would receive both bachelors and
masters degrees in piano performance from DePaul University. He was a prominent composer
and pianist, who wrote nearly 50 compositions for orchestra, solo piano, and chamber groups
over his lifetime. Time Pieces was written for and dedicated to Mitchell Lurie, one of the most
influential clarinetists in the 20th century. A true chamber work for clarinet and piano it has
become a standard of the contemporary clarinet repertoire which displays every side of the
clarinet, balancing a show of technique and finesse. Muczynski had this to say in his notes about
the piece:

“This composition is a suite of four contrasting pieces, each highlighting some

specific characteristic of the clarinet in terms of range, technical prowess, color,

and expressiveness.... The title of the work, Time Pieces, has nothing to do with

mechanical clocks or watches. It is not a play on words but rather an awareness

that everything exists in time: history, our lives and...in a special way...music.”

Fantaisie for Clarinet and Piano (1911)
Philippe Gaubert (1879-1941)

Philippe Gaubert occupied a central position in French music of the early 20th century.
Distinguished as both a performer and an influential pedagogue, he had a successful career as
principal flutist of the Paris Opera, professor of flute at the Paris Conservatory, and later served
as the principal conductor of the Société des Concerts du Conservatoire. Although he is best
known for his contributions to flute literature, Gaubert composed a number of works for other
woodwinds, including his Fantaisie for clarinet. This work is a clear image of the French

musical tradition, showing off the technical and stylistic elegance of the era.



Jiangnan in Misty Rain (2021)
Wu Na (b. 1987)

Wu Na is the principal composer of the Zhejiang Symphony Orchestrain China and a
holds an MA in composition from the University of Zurich. Composed in 2021, Jiangnan in
Misty Rain is composer Wu Na’s artistic response to the landscapes and cultural imagery of
Hangzhou around Qingming Festival (Tomb Sweeping Day). The composer describes the work
as a reflection of “a peaceful atmosphere of spring and the misty rain whispering in Hangzhou.”
In her notes for the work, the composer describes it as such:

“The music consists of three parts. The first part mainly deals with landscape

painting. The second part adopts the elements of the Yue opera in Zhejiang

Province and highlights the local culture. The third part functions as a

recapitulation.”

Five Bagatelles, Opus 23 (1943)

Gerald Finzi (1901-1956)

In 1941, shortly before he was drafted into World War II, Gerald Finzi completed three
movements of the bagatelles with what he described as “20 year old bits and pieces”, and added
a fourth soon after. Finzi added the fifth movement for publication in 1945, and the piece quickly
became one of his most highly performed instrumental works. The five short movements
demonstrate a range of expressivity in a simple and pleasant form. Finzi himself called the
pieces “only trifles” and and stated that they were “not worth much, but got better notices than
my decent stuff”. In spite of his own thoughts about the work, it has made its way into the

repertoire of nearly every clarinetist of all ages.



